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Abstract

The objective of the research was to study the decorative ornaments shown on the facade of Sino-Portugese
building in Phuket province as well as their implications and symbolic representations. Data was collected by means
of photography, observation, interview, documentary research, and drawing.

It was found that the decorative ornaments were created roughly between the late 19™ and early 20"
century. The ornaments were characterized by a combination of Western arts and Chinese arts. Around the late 19"
century, Western styles were influenced by Eclecticism, and illustrated Victorian architectures and decorative arts.
Until the early 20" century, these Western styles were influenced by Art Deco style and had a combination of both
Victorian and Art Deco styles, which were mostly inherited from the architectural and decorative styles found in
Penang. Most of the decorative ornaments were in the forms of ostentatious plants, emphasizing interflow and spiral
vines, leaves or flowers. This gave craftsmen freedom to put them artistically in the given space. Decorative
ornaments convey different symbolic representations. Most decorative designs represent three Chinese auspicious
aspects: fortune, wealth, and longevity. Stucco and wood carving were the two methods used to create the ornaments.
To make stucco, lime, sand and brown sugar were mixed. For wood carving, soft woods were used to make the
interior ornaments and hard woods were used as frames.
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