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Abstract

This research aimed to study and compare the level of participation in the development of self-
sufficient economy by rural people (those residing outside the municipality) in 5 southern border provinces of
Thailand. To collect quantitative data, 1,974 individuals were interviewed, and 40 focus-groups were interviewed
for qualitative data. It was found that the majority of rural people in southern border provinces participated in the
development of self-sufficient economy at a moderate level. Their participation varied significantly according to
residence, gender, religious denomination, educational attainment, occupation, income, social position, age and
marital status, but not family status.
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