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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the learning improvement in Basic Mathematics I of 1* year
students after using a cooperative learning and mentor system (CLMS), and to explore the attitudes of the teachers,
the student groups, and the mentors to the CLMS Program. The research method was “Quasi - Experimental
Design”. 45 students under the Project for the Promotion of Science and Mathematics Talented Teachers (PSMT)
participated as the experimental group in the CLMS class and another 56 physical science students attended the
traditional teaching class (comparative group). Results from the study showed that the improvement score made by
the experimental group was significantly higher than that made by the traditional group. The attitudes of the partici-
pants also revealed a very positive opinion towards the new technique. It created opportunities for students to express
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and exchange opinions and allows for group brain-storming. Students really enjoyed learning and this resulted in
more cooperation among them. The role of the mentors was not only to assist students academically, but also to
provide advice to students in their daily life. Moreover, students also encouraged the use of CLMS in other courses,
together with the traditional methods. They thought that it would reinforce their efficiency in learning and under-
standing lessons.
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