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Effects of the Introduction of the Innovation
to Rural Communities : A Study on the Adoption of
Cattle Artificial Insemination

"Puvadol Saleegasetl
Somkiat Saithanoo
Kriengsak Pattamarakha *

Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate the socioeconomic, communication and
psychological characteristics of farmers, pattemns of cattleraising, constraints in the adoptlon of
artificial insemination, and other factors associated with its adoption.

Six villages in Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkhla were selected as the study area. A simple
random sampling was used to indentify sampling units, Personal interviews were employed in data
collection. The analysis of data was undertaken by a computer.

The findings of the study revealed that most of the respondents were heads of the families,
married and Buddhist. They had completed their Grade 4 education and were literate. Direct personal
contact was found to be a major communication channeél in seeking farm information, as opposed to
mass media except television. The constraints in adopting cattle artificial insemination were due to the
farmers' misunderstanding and lack of enthusiasm about the procedure. ‘

In data analysis, the correlation coefficient between the adopters and non-adopters were
found to be significantly different. The adoperes had a high level of education and were more com-
petent than the non-adopters. They used a higher level of farm mechanization and had a more
positive attitude towards artificial insemination than the non-adopters,

The effect of the adoption was that the adopters owned more crossbred cattle than the non-
adopters.

The result showed that the introduction of cattle artificial insemination to farmers had been
successful to a certain extent. Greater success in the project could be expected if the major constraints . .
indentified could be eliminated. Strategiesgor the introduction of artificial insemination should be well
planned to ensure more opportunities for its adoption by providing more education especially in cattle
management, supplying medical materials and seeds for pasture establishment.

Key Words : effects, introduction, innovatioh, adoption, cattle, arficial insemination,
rural communities
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