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Production and Marketing of Frogs

in Southern Thailand, 1992

Tanayut Panitch-Upakaranan', Ratchanok Ruangsank',

Jaraoy Petchrat® , and Somchai Chiayvareesajjaa,

Abstract

The study was undertaken by using primary data from interviewing of 26 frog-
farmers and 13 marketing operators in various districts of Suratthani, Nakhonsithammarat and
Songkhla provinces. The average farm size was 0.27 rai/farm. Most frog farming was operated
as a supplementary activity to a main career and most frog-farmers produced marketable size
frogs rather than frog seed. For the production of marketable size frogs, the average total cost
was 214,821.99 Baht/rai/year, the fixed cost and the variable cost were 25.2% and 74.8% of
the total cost respectively. For the production of frog seed, the average total cost was
174,177.76 Baht/rai/year,the fixed cost and the variable cost were 44.6% and 55.4% of total
cost respectively. For the production of marketable size frogs. the average production was
5,763.50 kg/rai. The average price of marketable size frogs was 64.62 Bahts/kg. Thus frog
farmers eamned 372,437.37 Baht/rai from selling the marketable size frogs and gain a profit of
152,615.38 Baht/rai/year. The study on marketing of marketable size frogs reveals that most
frog production was sold on farms and buyers regulated the price. The average on-farm price
" was 64.62 Baht/kg. The dealers could be classified into 5 categories : (1) local dealers, (2)
regional dealers, (3) retailers in wet market,(4) restaurants, and (5) exporters. Most farmers
sold their products to the regional dealers as the first priority and to the local dealers as the

' Students of Department of Aquculture, Faculty of Natural Resources, Prince of Songkla University
* M.Sc.(Agricultural Econ.) ; Department of Agrilcultural and Resources Economics, Faculty of
Natural Resources. Prince of Songkla University
* Ph.D. (Aquaculture) ; Asst.Prof., Department of Aqaculture, Faculty of Natural Resources, Prince of Songkla

University
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second. On the basis of marketing channel, most of the production (89.29% of total production)
was exported and the rest was distributed to restaurants (5.08%) and general consumers
(5.63%). The rﬁark'éting margin between the farm price and the retail ‘price or at the restaurant
price was 32.95 Baht/kg or 32.95% of the retail price. Frog farming in southern Thailand tends
to increaseand it should. be operated for export in the border provinces

Key Words : Frog, Production, Marketing, Marketing Channel, Marketing Margin.
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