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Factors Affecting the Sales of Rubber Latex and Rubber
Sheets of Farmers in Tambon Prik, Amphoe Thungyai,
Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat

Vitoon Intamanee1 ,Yupinphan S]‘n'wat:hananukul2
Kriengsak Pattamarakha , Yuthana Siriwathananukul’

Abstract

The study aimed to examine the fundamental factors affecting the sales of rubber
latex and rubber sheets in 3 main aspects : social, economic and physical characteristics. The
data collection had been done by random interviewing of 200 farmers. Of these 200 farmers are
100 farmers who sold rubber in form of latex while the other 100 sold rubber sheets.

The statistical result showed that there were more male farmers than female, and
generally the farmers who sold rubber latex were younger, and had higher qualifications. They
also had fewer children and used less labour. The production gained by the farmers who sold
rubber latex was léss as it was possible that the size of the properties they own was smaller.

There was no statistical significance in the annual income, debts, and the
distances between rubber plantations to the markets.

The study indicates that crucial factors include social, economic, and also some

physical aspects such as sexes, age, educational backgrounds, number of children and labour.

Graduaue Student in Agricultural Development; Facuity of Natural Resources, Prince of Songkla University
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Faculty of Natutal Resources, Prince of Songkla University
M Agr.Sc.; Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Development, Facuity of Natural Resources,
Prince of Songkla University
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Sources of information, amount of rubber yields, and the size of rubber plantation influence the
sale of rubber latex and rubber sheets. HoWever, these factors are significant sources of
information for the agricultural extension authorities to plan the necessary activities useful for
the improvement of rubber latex and rubber sheets in order to meet the demands of the market
and the living standards of the farmers. For example, they should support the male farmers
who sell rubber latex to get involved with air-dried sheet plant as they are stronger and more
active, while female farmers should be provided with the knowledge in improving quality of
rubber latex to earn their additional incomes from other agricultural activities such as growing
vegetables or field crops, and keeping domestic animals; and finally older farmers who sell
rubber sheets should be supported to find other minor work such as handycrafts. Moreover, it
is important to provide the training on the methods of controlling the rubber latex quality and
the methods of improving the rubber sheet quality to the farmers.

Since the farmers are free after finishing the rubber-production processes, the
concerned authorities should prepare for these farmers plans or projects such as raising broilers
or layers in rubber plantation, making dried flowers from rubber leaves. As the local retailers are
regarded as the most important source of information, the concerned authorities should
publicize to the farmers the importance of other sources of information, especially thoée from
public sectors. The study also reveals that those who gain the lower yields and own the small
pieces of land usually sell their products in the form of rubber latex while those who obtain
higher yields and own bigger plantations usually sell their products as rubber sheets. As a
result, the concerned authorities should support the constructions of air-dried sheets and ribbed
smoked sheet plants. In addition to this, the marketing should be taken into account so that

the farmers can obtain the highest benefits.

Key Words : factor affecting, rubber latex sales, rubber sheet sales
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