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Abstract

The purposes of this study were of threefold : (1) to investigate views of Muslim vs Buddist Thais and
Muslim vs Buddhist government offficials toward practices in accordance with Islamic principles as judged
by Chularajamontree the Chief Imam of Muslims in Thailand as well as their view conflicts derived from
such practices; (2) to compare views toward practices and their view conflicts derived from such practices in
terms of sample type, religion, residence, ministerial office affiliation, years of service and Islamic education
attainment; and (3) to investigate views of Islamic religious leaders, local Muslim community leaders and
Muslim vs Buddhist academics regarding such practices. The samples were 436 residents of Muang District,
Pattani Province. The research instrument was a 26-item. Data were analyzed using percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test of one-way ANOVA and Scheffe's method. The findings were as
follows.

1. It was found that for the overall views Muslim Thais and Muslim government officials agreed on
the practices whereas the Buddhist counterparts were unsure of whether they all agreed on the practices.

2. It was found that for the overall views all samples were unsure of whether they would agree on the
fact that such practices would cause any view conflicts.
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3. Comparison results of views for some variables were the following.
3.1 Muslim Thais and Muslim government officials agreed more with such practices than their
Budgdhist counterparts.
3.2 Buddhist government officials under the Ministry of Defense agreed more with such practices
than their counterparts under the Ministries of Public Health, Interior, Education and University Affairs.
4, Comparison results of view conflicts for some variables derived from such practices include the
following.
4.1 Buddhist government officials viewed that such practices would cause view conflicts more than
Muslim Thais, Buddhist Thais and Muslim government officials did.
4.2 There was no difference in the views that such practices would cause view conflicts among
Buddhist government officials under different ministries.
5. The majority of Islamic religious leaders, local Muslim community leaders and Muslim vs Buddhist
academics agreed on practices except for some disagreement in certain items among some groups.

Keywords : views, view conflict, practices, Islamic principles, 'Chularajamontree’ Chief Imam of Muslims,
southern border provinces
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