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Abstract

The position of Tak Bai among the Southwestern Tai dialects has not yet been appropriately verified.
This research aims at comparing some linguistic characteristics of Tak Bai and other Tai dialects so as to
prove their genetic relationship. The methodology used is that of descriptive and comparative linguistics.
Fieldworks on Tak Bai, Black Tai, Phuan and Phu Tai have been conducted. Their vocabularies and
phonological systems are then analyzed and described. In addition, linguistic data of 4 Thai dialects, i.e.
Northern, Central, Northeastern and Southern Thai, are drawn from several sources. The comparative
study of these dialects shows that : a) with respect to the phonological changes of proto voiced stops, Tak Bai
falls in the same PH-group as Central, Northeastern and Southern Thai dialects, Phuan and Phu Tai; b) with
respect to tonal splits and mergers, Tak Bai exhibits a 'two-way split' and a 'B = DL merger", similar to Phu
Tai and Black Tai; c) with respect to the lenghtening of proto Tai high vowels in close syllables, Tak Bai
behaves in the same way as Phu Tai; d) certain lexical items in Tak Bai which are not found in Central and
Southern Thai are present in Northern and Northeastern Thai dialects, Black Tai, Phuan, and Phu Tai. In
this respect, Phu Tai shares a larger number of lexical items with Tak Bai than other dialects under study.
These 4 evidences lead to the conclusion that genetically Tak Bai and Phu Tai are closely related.
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