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Abstract

Muslims in all parts of Thullatad and acighboring Southeast Asian countries. Although can be seen
as homogenous by their apparent adherence to Islam, they can be considered heterogemous in terms of
their ethnic origins and patterns of ecological, economic, and socio-cultural adaptations.

Such heterogeny has resulted from three major historical processes : (1) the Islamization process in
Southeast Asia, where deep-rooted indigenous beliefs and differences had been integrated into thé Islamic
belief- system, vis-a-vis serving as socio-cultural brokers, enabling Islam to exist and develop within multi-
ethnic and religious Southeast Asian societies; (2) the expansion of the colonial Powers-the Spanish, Dutch
and English, into Southeast Asia, putting an end to Islamic territorial progression, and encouraging anti-
colonal sentiment and movements among local elites, leading to the formation of modern nation-states
whereby the status of the Muslim population has been redefined; and (3) the process of urbanization as well
as economic and socio-cultural changes, previding new environmental contexts into which ethnic Muslim

" communities have had to adapt.

The above differentiation has reflected the long process of secio-cultural changes and adaptations
of Muslim communities in various regioens. To be able to really understand the dynamism of such commu-
nities, therefore, their heterogeny rather than homogeny should be recognized and emphasized.

Key words : heterogeny of Muslim world, bases of historical development, ethnic differences,
economic of socio-cultural adaptations
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