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Abstract

Though people in the Islamic world are united by the same faith or shared ideology, dissension still
arises when interests and power are concerned. Political conflicts in Muslim society in the Middle East
take place both at the national and international levels, with and without intervention of other countries.
There are also direct conflicts between Muslim countries and western Powers. Ideology clashes arise
from the Muslims' pride in their distinguished cultures and their solutions to problems, and that the
culture or civilization of people in this area is not compatible with the modern cultures. Such clashes
include conflicts about types of political systems preferred, conflicts relating to nationalism, Arabism
and Islamism, conflicts between the progressives and the conservatives, the modernists and fundamen-
talists, and the Shi'ites and the Sunnis.

The underlying cause of conflicts in the Muslim society stems from the fact that most Muslim
reformers and rulers would like to quickly eliminate backwardness from their countries and thus
hurriedly embrace all western ideas without considering the true nature of the Western world. Above all,
they over-look the fact that the essence of their confrontation with the Western world is to maintain their
own Islamic identity, or at least to guarantee that they will survive in the modern world without loss or
violation of this identity and without any conflicts.
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