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Abstract

Animal raising in the three southernmeost provinces in southern Thailand (Yala, Narathiwat and
Pattani) is not widely practiced, nor has the opinions of agricultural extension officers on this subject ever
been surveyed. This study aimed to investigate the opinions of livestock officers concerning the development
strategies for animal raising extension in these three provinces. Due to the limited number of livestock officers,
normal sampling techniques were not employed; rather, the entire population of the 105 livestock officers
was the sample in the investigation.

It was found that most livestock officers had a favorable attitude towards their work and organization.
Most agreed that it is possible to develop these three southernmost provinces as a viable economic zone for
animal raising. To do this successfully, a number of programs should be initiated, such as provision of farm
input, continuing intensive trainings for farmers, marketing, and formings of farmer groups. The inadequacy
of livestock officers and unclear policies from the Department of Livestock Development were mentioned as
their major working problems. Major concerns regarding the farmers' problems with animal raising were :
1) farmers lacked basic knowledge and understanding of animal raising, 2) animal raising was a supple-
mentary occupation, and thus received little attention, and 3) the local topography was unfavorable for most
animal raising.
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The results of the survey indicate that an intensive training program for farmers should be undertaken
as soon as possible to guarantee successful development. In addition, government policies should be clear
enough to provide guidelines for implementation. Besides, good quality parent stock, marketing assistance,
training as well as low-interest loans should be made available.
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