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Abstract

This research was intended to explore higher education students' current usage of the Thai language
and their needs for language improvement. Through a multistage random sampling method, 590 students
were selected from four institutes in Southern Thailand : Prince of Songkla University, Thaksin University,
Rajabhat Institute Songkla, and Rajabhat Institute Yala. The research instrument was a questionnaire
designed by the researcher. The data was collected during the first semester of the 1998 academic year, and
was then analyzed using basic statistics, t-test, and ANOVA.,

The findings were as follows :

1. The students’' listening, reading, writing and speaking skills were at a moderate level while their
expectations to attain these skills were at a high level. A comparison of students' language skills, with respect
to differences in sex, religious denomination and age, revealed no significant differences. Students from diffe-
rent faculties, and universities/institutes differed significantly in their listening proficiency; that is, health
science students had a higher listening proficiency than science and technology students, and Prince of
Songkla University students had a higher listening proficiency than Thaksin University students.

2. All groups of students specified their needs of language usage improvement. Most of them wanted
to improve their skills in the following priority : speaking, writing, reading, and listening. Female students'
overall improvement needs as well as needs for each skill were found to be higher than their male counter-
parts'. Rajabhat Institute students had higher needs for the four skills improvement than students of other
institutes, Overall, Rajabhat Institute and Prince of Songkla University students had higher needs for language
improvement than Thaksin University students.

Keywords : Thai language usage, language skill improvement, higher education institutes,
southern Thailand
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