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Abstract

Some writers portrayed their creative fictions based on actual events and historical facts by
endorsing philosophical ideas. Daniel Defoe and Ibn Tufayl are among those people. Their works have
been created in different times with different settings. Ibn Tufayl, the celebrated Spanish philosopher
whose ancestor belonged to the prominent Arab tribe of al-Qaysi, known as Abubacer by Christian
scholars, was born probably in the first decade of the 12" Century (about 1100 A.D.) in Wadi ‘Ash (today
called Guadix), 40 miles N.E. of Granada. He died in Marrakesh in 1185 A.D.

In 1154, he became secretary to the governor of Ceuta and Tangier, a son of ‘Abd al-Mu’ min,
the founder of Almohad Dynasty. Hayy Ibn Yaqzan is his celebrated philosophical novel and one of
the most remarkable books of the Middle ages.

Daniel Defoe was born in London in 1660 in a fairly well-to-do but nonconforming family. He first
became a merchant, and then a political pamphleteer. He was once imprisoned for his anti-establishment
sentiments. In the early part of the eighteenth century, he encountered a story about the young son of
shoemaker, Alexander Selkirk, who had run away from home, gone to sea with a commercial expedition,
but was put ashore on an uninhabited island off the coast of Chile, after an argument with the captain.
Defoe must have been sufficiently impressed by the dramatic potential of the story to let it haunt him for
a period of ten years before creating the story at the age of nearly sixty. It is believed that Defoe’s Selkirk
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was transformed into Robinsen Crusoe, while the biblical fact of Moses, the Prophet, has been vividly
portrayed into Hayy Ibn Yagzan of Ibn Tufayl.

Both, Hayy Ibn Yaqzan and Robinson Crusoe are destined to live on the lonely despairing Islands.
The different is that Hayy, a newly born baby, put into the basket, is dragged by the storm of the ocean
to the shore, and is taken care of by the doe whose newly born baby died. Young Robinson struggled by
himself to get on the shore after all of the ship company were drowned and himself almost dead.

Another important note worth mentioning here is that Daniel Defoe allowed his hero to take.
remarks, speak and strive for himself as to sweeten the bitterest providence found in the wrecked ship.
Ibn Tufayl on the other hand, seemed not to let his baby speak out even a word yet to allow him think and
ponder about the surroundings especially when growing up.

Keywords : Hayy, Ibn Tufayl, Robinson, Daniel Defoe, comparative study, lonely islands
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