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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate the relationship between the general background,
attitude, motivation of farmers and the adoption of forage crops for crossbred beef cattle. The research
was based on survey data obtained from scheduled interviews. Statistical procedures used in analizing
the data included percentage, means, standard deviation and correlation coefficient.

The study revealed that the farmers had an average age of 47.6 years. More than 88 percent were
male and finished grade 4 primary school education. The average family size was 4.1 with 2.1 laborers.
The average size of land holdings was 26.9 rai per family and the average family income was 47,816.70
baht per year. Eighty-five percent of farmers had participated in forage crops for crossbred beef cattle
training course from the livestock officers. They had a good attitude toward the livestock officers as well
as toward forage crops for crossbred beef cattle. The level of farmers’ motivation to adopt forage crops
was high and the level of farmers’ adoption of forage crop was moderate.

Correlation analysis indicated that family income had positive and significant correlation (r=
0.21, p<0.05), attitudes toward livestock officers had positive and highly significant correlation (r= 0.36,
p< 0.01) and family labor had negative and highly significant correlation (r=-0.46, p<0.01) with adoption
of forage crops for crossbred beef cattle.

Recommendations of this study were 1) Livestock Development Department, Agricultural and
Technology Colleges, Universities and Department of Community Development etc. should have exten-
sion plans in forage crops for crossbred beef cattle, 2) more groups of production and selling of products
should be organized; 3) The new technologies in forage crops and crossbred beef cattle should be offered
to livestock officers and farmers; 4) public pastures should be developed to be more suitable and suffi-
cient for farmers. In addition 5) more research on forage crops for crossbred beef cattle should be done.
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