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Abstract

This article dealt with the development and operation of the Green Market in Hat Yai district, using
in-depth interview data obtained from farmers’ leaders and NGO officials, and analyzed the consumers’
behavior and attitude towards the Green Market as well as factors affecting their demands, using the data
supplied by the consumers through an interview questionnaire.

The Hat Yai Green Market was founded by the Alternative Agriculture Network; its objectives were
to make consumers aware of the hazards of using products treated with various chemical agents, and to
add choices to chemical-free markets. So far, the Market’s performance has met its initial objectives, with
approximately 200 consumers each week. Most consumers were found to live near the Market, earn about
5,000 Baht a month, attain a Bachelor’s degree, and have diverse occupations. They had a positive attitude
towards the Market, recognizing its distinguishing characteristics and its objectives. Because the farmers
sold their own agricultural produce at the Market, the consumers were confident that all was chemical-free,
and wished to support its continued operation. Using local vegetables as representative products and focus-
ing on the working adults aged over 25, it was found that taste and preference were the crucial factors
affecting the product demand; this was reflected in the number and kinds of local vegetables consumed as
well as the frequency the consumers visited the Green Market.
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