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This research aimed to investigate the formal learning patterns in Thai rural studies in Southern
Thailand, determining the specific forms and proposing guidelines for promotion and supplementation.
Rural studies curriculums as well as their teaching-learning systems in tertiary institutions under the
Ministry of University Affairs and the Ministry of Education in Southern Thailand were investigated.

The population and samples for field study consisted of administrators, lecturers, students and
community leaders involved in rural studies from Prince of Songkla University, Thaksin University,
Walailak University, and Rajabhat Institutes in Surat Thani, Phuket, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla
and Yala. In collecting the data, three sets of interview schedules were used: one for administrators,
another for lecturers, and the other for lecturers, students and community leaders. The data was analyzed
using analytical induction. After the field data was analyzed, a seminar was held to verify the data.
Administrators and lecturers from the aforementioned institutions were requested to express opinions
and suggestions.
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The findings were as follows:

1) Three formal learning patterns were identified in Thai rural studies curriculums or courses
offered by the Universities and Rajabhat Institutes in Southern Thailand: curriculums or courses with
more than 50%, less than 50% and less than 25% of course content on rural studies. Lectures, discussion
and brainstorming were the most popular teaching methods. However, in the opinion of lecturers, the
most effective method was field study. Course evaluation was based on students’ assignments and acti-
vities, mid-semester and final exams.

2) In the investigation of curriculums or courses with more than 50% of content on rural studies,
it was found that there was a lack of linkage between the students’ process of learning and that of local
people. The educational institutions focused mainly on the students’ process of learning, with respect
particularly to project preparation, and the villagers were allowed to participate in all steps of project
administration.

3) Four categories of problems/obstacles could be identified: (1) the current curriculums were
quite dated and did not correspond to the real situations, (2) there was a limited number of lecturers, and
in the Rajabhat Institutes part-time lecturers had to be recruited, (3) learners were inattentive and there
were too many students in each section, and (4) instruction was mainly theory-based and confined only
to classroom learning. Textbooks to facilitate self-study were limited or obsolete, and “red tape’ did not
facilitate field or on-site study.

4) To solve the problems above, rural studies carriculums or courses should be updated to res-
pond fully to the needs of the communities. Lecturers’ knowledge and skills should be upgraded to keep
pace with progress in the field. Students should be made aware of the significance of their communities
and proud of them. In addition, an up-to-date rural studies database should be set up, model commu-
nities for learning and development should be formed, and local community networks should be built to
bring about linkage in learning among related parties.
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