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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the social, economic and political factors of fishing commu-
nity, as well as other external factors contributing to the public participation in seagrass bed conservation
at Tambon Koh Libong, Amphoe Kantang, Changwat Trang. It is found that the seagrass bed conservation
is community’s efforts to solve the depletion of coastal resources, which is caused by illegal fishing. Moreover,
over-fishing and the degradation of coastal resources, especially seagrass bed, has led to increasing aware-
ness of village leaders in both formal and informal organizations. The mobilization from of a non-govern-
mental organization (NGO) (Yard Phon Association) is another factor contributive to the conservation. The
public participation process began with learning from villages which have successful experiences in seagrass
bed conservation. Then, information and knowledge about the conservation were disseminated among the
villagers as the consequence of a related action research project conducted collaboratively by academics and
the villagers. The enforcement of laws and regulations was also significant.

Factors contributive to the public participation are: 1) Internal factors which include social economic,
and political conditions; leadership; the understanding of the importance of and approaches to conserving
seagrass bed; exposure to conservation information; participating in conservation activities; sharing benefits
from the conservation outcomes; villagers’ ways of life which rely on natural resources; kinship and teacher-
students relationships. 2) External factors which include government agencies, NGO, academics and the
enforcement of laws and regulations. Both internal and external factors are interactive.

Keywords: dynamics of public participation, participation, seagrass bed conservation
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