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Abstract

Bahasa Melayu and Indonesian language
education was introduced in Thailand in the course
of a modernization of the education system after
World War II. In the eyes of Siamese elites the
interest in and significance of both languages was
relatively limited compared to other indigenous and
religious languages in the Southeast Asian region
such as Bali, Khmer, Burmese, or western languages.
Although there was an attempt to learn and
understand these languages, it was limited to
bureaucratic officers learning the languages for the
sake of centralization, but the situation deteriorated
under Pibun government’s nationalist policy (1938-
1944). However, in order to secure the most southern
provinces of Thailand from secessionist movements,
the Thai government started to teach Bahasa Melayu
since the beginning of the cold war in 1960s via
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university in Bangkok. The hereafter happening
changes of the political and cultural landscape,
particularly the founding of the ASEAN economic
community which sparked the growth of interest in
the field of area studies in Thai academics. In the
course of these developments Bahasa Melayu and
Indonesian language education have grown in
popularity not only in universities and high schools,
but also in provincials with support and funds of the
Thai bureaucratic organs. Furthermore the teaching
of Bahasa Melayu and Indonesian in Eastern
languages faculties and area studies programs also
revealed outstanding desires and problematics of
various stakeholders involved in this trend.

Keywords: Bahasa Melayu-indonesia education,

Higher Education, Southeast Asian Studies
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