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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to study concept,
iconography and styles of Lakshmi and Gaja-Lakshmi
in Southeast Asia based on archaeological Evidence
and Hindu mythological texts. A comparison of the
Indian and Southeast Asian Iconography of
Lakshmi/ Gaja-Lakshmi is provided in the paper.
In primal belief of India in Goddess Lakshmi as
mother of fertility, wealth and good fortune was
adopted by indigenous people of ancient communities
in Thailand and Cambodia. Meanwhile Lakshmi/
Gaja-Lakshmi as the goddess of agriculture and
brings fertile soil to the land was recognized among
people in Java (Indonesia). An iconographical
depiction of Lakshmi/Gaja Lakshmi found in India
is significantly comparable; such as, an icon of
Lakshmi Gaja-Lakshmi who puts her left arm on
her hip or seizes the cloth is similar to that of
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Siri Mahamaya when she gives birth to Prince
Siddhartha (the Buddha-to-be). The body of
Lakshmi/Gaja Lakshmi is plump with a big chest.
Later, distinctive features were introduced to create
local icons of Gaja-Lakshmi. However, a significant
characteristic of Gaja-Lakshmi is popularly
recognized: she holds lotus in both hands and
flanked by elephants.
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gaja - lakshmi, iconography, Lakshmi
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