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Abstract

Farmers’ knowledge is an important factor
contributing to an achievement of oil palm
management goals, especially for those who
participate in the project for restoring abandoned
paddy fields to expand oil palm plantation area.
The specific objectives of this research were
1) to study socio-economic characteristics
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of participating farmers, 2) to investigate knowledge

changes on oil palm plantation management of the

farmers before and after participating in the project,

and 3) to examine socio-economic factors of the

farmers in relation with knowledge of oil palm
management after participating in the project.

The samples consisted of 131 farmers of the project

in Takbai district, Narathiwat province. These

samples were selected using simple random

sampling method. Structured interview was used as

amean of data collection. Data were analyzed using

appropriate descriptive statistics, paired t-test and

Pearson’s correlation coefficient methods. Results

showed that majority of the farmers were male,

136 completed primary school with an average age of
57 years. After participating in the project, farmers’
Vol. 20 knowledge improved significantly for overall and
No. 4 specific oil palm management aspects included in
the research. Their knowledge levels improved
respectively from low to high levels after
participating in the project. Number of household

Oct.

bec. members was significantly and positively related

2014 with the farmers’ knowledge after participating
in the project.

Keywords: knowledge, knowledge changes, Oil palm,
project for restoring abandoned paddy

field
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