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Abstract

Corruption, one of the serious problems, has
long been regarded to hinder nations’ economic
growth and social development, especially the
eradication of the disparity in society as measured
by income inequality of people. This article aims to
present problems regarding corruption and income
inequality including the relationship between
corruption and income inequality at both at national
and international levels. The study shows that
lower-middle income and low income countries
have a very high rate of corruption, whereas all
high-income countries have the low rate of
corruption. In terms of income inequality, the
findings reveal that the income inequality appears
to be a very serious issue in lower-middle income
and upper-middle income countries, whereas high
income countries and some transition economies are
found to have low income inequality. Additionally,
the corruption is found to have the positive link to
the income inequality. Moreover, compared to
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upper-middle income and high income countries,
Thailand, as an upper-middle income country, still
has high rate of corruption and high income
inequality.

Keywords: Corruption, Economic and Social
Development, Income Inequality
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