RESEARCH ARTICLE

Traditional Theories and Contemporary Theories of Metaphor

Thasanee Mekthawornwathana
M.A.(Linguistics), Lecturer,
Department of Business English, Faculty of Arts, Assumption University

E-mail: thnmek@yahoo.com

Abstract

Metaphor theories can be classified into 2 main concepts, the traditional theories of metaphor, which
consider metaphor the device for language decorating, or accessory added in order to impress the reader
with literary works. According to this concept, metaphor is neither important nor obligatory and can be
deleted as it is not a part of language. This point of view is far different from the contemporary theories of
metaphor in cognitive linguistics, which considers metaphor the fundamentals of human conceptual
establishing process, not only a matter of language.
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