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Abstract

This article is intended to study 19 outstanding novels of social consciousness during the year 1977 to 2004.
It is found that the distinctive common theme of these novels of the three decades was cultural criticism and
opposing the prevailing unhealthy paradigm of thought. To achieve this aim the novelists encourage readers’
thoughtful examination to distinguish between real values and illusion through experience of individuals who
may have insignificant social status. Moreover, the novelists raise our consciousness of the fact that in this
materialistic context, we have lost certain value especially the values that reinforce virtues through the way of
thinking that enhances the co-existence between man and man as well as between man and nature. Part of the
philosophical content of these novels reveals in-depth analysis of human nature which can not be classified as
black and white, or as actors and those being acted upon. Thus, their outstanding view is that man is both the
cause of problems and the provider of solution. Some of the philosophical novels raise an awareness of the
value of life and the real meaning of humanness in order to create the power of wisdom necessary in the fight
against the captivation of made-up things, particularly in the capitalistic system of the borderless world which
becomes more and more a powerful intellectual trap. The awareness of the evil and complexity of problems in
the real world is the source of the consensus that the solution of such great problems lies in the restoration of
our cultural capital that used to provide and sustain social strength which is the root of the rural culture and
the spiritual of Buddhism.
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