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Abstract

This study aimed to classify ecotourism opportunity zones by applying the concept of a Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum and to measure visitor experiences at tourism sites in Khanom District, Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province. The ecotourism opportunity zones were classified according to a Geographical Information
System based on three factors: distance from a main road; size of area; and type of land use. The study of visitor
experiences was implemented using survey questionnaires from the tourism sites, each representative of a
tourism zone classified by the GIS method. Accidental sampling was employed and an analysis of visitor
experiences for each zone was carried out using descriptive statistics to assess means and percentages.

From the study it was found that there were five tourism opportunity zones in Khanom District: Semi-
Primitive Non-Motorized (SPNM) covering an area of 4.47 sz; Semi-Primitive Motorized (SPM) covering an
area of 61.90 Km’; Roaded Natural-Modified (RN-M) covering an area of 2.50 Km’; Rural (R) covering an area
0f238.08 Km’; and Urban (U) covering an area of 4.42 Km’. The ecotourism zone selected for this study covered
an area of 68.87 Km’which was 22.12 % of the area of Khanom district. The visitor experiences at tourism sites
in the three areas of the representative tourism zone were identified as follows: 1) Islands/Bays in SPM received
the experience SPNM; 2) Na-dan beach in R received the experience SPNM; and 3) Paknam beach (Rongfifa
beach) in U received the experience SPM. The research found that the visitor experiences were not related to
physical characteristics. Hence, strategies and guidelines to control tourism uses and impacts, such as control of
facility development on the beach, were needed so that tourism activities would not destroy the resources.
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