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Abstract

This research aimed to study the career skill development on vocational education in five southern border
provinces for supporting IMT-GT Development. Samples consisted of 220 students, teachers, administrators,
and experts involved in career skill development in Vocational Schools. Data were collected through interviews
with administrators and experts, questionnaires distributed to teachers, students, business entrepreneurs and
employees, and seminars of experts. Descriptive statistics such as mean, standard deviation, t-test, and content
analysis were applied for the data analysis. The findings revealed that most of the staff in Vocational Schools
earned Bachelor’s Degrees. The main offered programs were Industrial Engineering, Auto Mechanics
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Technology, Electrical Technology, Accountancy, Marketing, Foods, Clothes Making, Agriculture and Fishery.
There were four categories of activities organized to enhance the students’ skills: 1) academic activities, 2)
skills and experiences enhancing activities, 3) skills competitions, and 4) income supporting activities. It was
found that the activities, both in the whole and each category, were at moderate levels; however the mean of the
academic activities was found the lowest. Desirable qualifications for the career skills included honesty,
responsibility, self-discipline, human relationships, non-involvement with drugs and immoral acts, creative
thinking, self-confidence, inquiring mind, unity, and patience. The problems found were the policies on economic
development, staff development, curriculum and instruction development, workplaces for students’ training,
and social, cultural and political conflicts. As for the development guidelines, the samples suggested that
academic activities such as technology application in curriculum and teaching and communicative language
teaching, and the producing of skilled graduates in such programs as Rubber Technology, Fishery, Business
and Marketing, and Tourism Industry which meet the demand of this region should be promoted.

Keywords: career skill development, five southern borber provinces, vocational study, Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand

Growth Triangle (IMT-GT)
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