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Abstract

This purposes of this survey research were to group and identify characteristics of schools based on 14
educational standards for external quality assessment of the basic educational level and to study the relationships
between educational standards. The sample were 278 primary schools in Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat which
had received the first round assessment by the Office for National Education Standards and Quality Assessment
(Public Organization)(ONSQA) during 2001 — 2005. The data used in this study were retrieved from the data
base of the ONSQA. Cluster Analysis through the K-means technique and correlation were used for data
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analysis. The findings revealed that the schools could be grouped into 3 clusters. The first cluster which
comprised 139 schools (or 50%) was named “the school cluster of standard quality”. The second cluster which
comprised 100 schools (or 36%) was named “the school cluster of inferior quality concerning administrators
and teachers”. The third cluster which comprised 39 schools (or 14%) was named “the school cluster of more
inferior quality concerning learners”. It was also found that the relationships among the standards concerning
learners, teachers and administrators were significance at .01 level, with correlation coefficient from .446
to .528 .
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