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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate conception about materials hold by level 1 students (grade 1-3), six
for each grade, at Kwanpracha School in Nonthaburi province. An individual interview with eighteen students
about 16 different items was conducted in this study. The result indicated that 51 percentage of student responses
described objects by names, 34 percentage by uses and 13 percentage by names and uses. Students’ descriptions
about names and names with its uses were mostly found in grade three, whereas most of grade 1 students
mentioned only uses when describing objects. Moreover, level 1 students were able to classify objects in terms
of kind of object, namely toy or utensil, uses, observable properties, materials and its properties. Forty four
percentages of grade one students’ responses mentioned the classification of objects by observable properties,
however, 53 percentage of grade two students and 45 percentage of grade one students’ responses mentioned
the classification by materials. Additionally, the finding indicated that only 56 percentage of level 1 students
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hold scientific understanding in kinds of material. The easiest concept for the students was fabric, and then wood.
Fifteen percentages of students hold misunderstanding about rubber, glass, plastic, and metal, respectively
because of the lack of understanding about material identities and everyday language uses.
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