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Abstract

The research aimed to studying the ancient Brahmanical communities and the Brahmanical influence in
Pattani Basin from the sixth to the eleventh century A.D., done by historical research and field research involving
Brahmanical remains found in many archaeological sites in Pattani Basin, and through the collection of data from
archaeological surveys. The results of the research at this time show us the prosperity of trading and migration
of Brahmanism in Pattani Basin, Peninsular Thailand and Southeast Asia. It appears now that 8§ ancient Brahmanical
communities in Pattani Basin flourished between the sixth to the eleventh century A.D. Some of them were
discovered the first time from this research. All of these communities located around “Tirtha”, the Brahmanical
sacred place of Shivaism. The Tirthas combined together in a group under the sacred structure called “Mandala”,
the Brahmanical cosmology of Shivaism. The Mandala of Pattani Basin was one of the Mandalas in a system of
Mandala of the state of Tambralinga or ancient Nakhon Si Thammarat on the Peninsular Thailand. The group of
Mandalas located at Pattani Basin was one of the important because Pattani Basin has the complete geographical
characteristics with many canals that feed the surrounding area. Thus, highly populated ancient communities
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and places of worship would surely be located there. During the time the Shivaism cult of Brahmanism may
have had an important role in the developments of the ancient communities in Pattani Basin. These particular
influences appeared in the area of beliefs, politics, settlement, trade and education.

Keywords : Brahmanical community, Brahmanism, Brahmanical influence, Pattani Basin, Mandala system,

state of Tambralinga
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