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Abstract

This research aimed to study factors involving characteristics and motorcycle riding styles effecting on helmet
wearing behavior of high school motorcyclists in Surat Thani Municipality. The samples were 322 high school students
from 10 mainstream and vocational schools in Surat Thani Municipality, drawn by accidental random sampling. The
research instrument consisted of a questionnaire. The data were analyzed by stepwise multiple regression, t-test, and
F-test. It found that eighty-seven percent of high school motorcyclists in Surat Thani Municipality rode their motorcycles
within their community area, thirty-five percent had no driving license and forty-six percent had one to five years of
riding experiences. The riding distance of seventy-nine percent of the samples was at 1-10 kilometres and the speed

used in riding of sixty-seven percent of the samples was at 40-60 kilometres per hour. Factors affecting helmet wearing
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behavior of high school motorcyclists were the attitude toward helmet wearing, school types and knowledge about
helmet. All factors could predict helmet wearing behavior of high school motorcyclists in Surat Thani Municipality by
fifty-eight percent. Students’ attitude towards helmet wearing was statistically significant different depending on sex,
age and riding speed. The students’ knowledge about helmet was statistically significant different according to sex
variables.
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