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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research was to describe and discern the values that affected the
coaching of upper secondary school students. The data was collected from May to October in 1999, through
observation of teaching and learning in coaching schools, and in-depth interviews with tutored students in
Hatyai City Municipality, Songkhla Province, their parents, teachers from coaching schools and teachers
from high schools. Certain values affecting the needs for coaching were found to stem from the students’
belief that coaching schools could provide some shortcuts to problem solving, and integration of lessons; that
coaching schools and high schools had different aims of teaching; that university lecturers who were also
teachers at coaching schools offered good quality of teaching; that the Entrance Examination papers did not
cover the entire lessons; that coaching allowed the students to practice doing sample examination questions
although it did not guarantee that they would be admitted to the university; that coaching had no detrimental
effects on school and family activities, and that coaching was counted as one of the worthwhile educational
investments.
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