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Abstract

This research aims 1) to explore the knowledge, attitude and role of the community development
volunteer leaders (henceforth CDVLs) in the development of community economy in the southern border
provinces, 2) to investigate the extent of the CDVLs’ reception of advice and support from government au-
thorities and local leaders with respect to community economy development, and 3) to investigate the attitude
of Tambon government officials toward the CDVLs’ performance in community economy development. The
sample consists of 150 CDVLs; 1,500 local people and 750 Tambon government officials, all of whom are
from five southern border provinces.
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It is found that the knowledge and role of the CDVLs in the development of community economy is
at a moderate level. The CDVLs’ reception of advice and support from government authorities and local
leaders with respect to community economy development is also at a moderate level. However, the CDVLs’
attitude toward community economy development is at a high level. As perceived by local people and Tambon
government officials, the role of the CDVLs in community economy development is at a moderate level. It
is found that knowledge about community economy, attitude toward their work, and reception of advice
and support from government authorities have a positive correlation with the CDVLs’ role in community
economy development, significantly at the level of .05. Reception of advice and support from local leaders,
however, has no correlation with the CDVLSs’ role in community economy development.

Keywords: community development volunteer leaders, community economy, role,
southern border provinces
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