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Abstract

This research aimed to compare and to suggest with Thai Muslim youth’s way of life in the three
southern border provinces of Thailand. A total of 1,800 Muslim youth and 1,800 Muslim people were
interviewed to collect relevant quantitative data, and collected the qualitative data concerned by in-depth
interviewing, 36 key-informants and 24 focus groups. The research result was founded that most of Muslim
youth did not lead their life in conformity with expectations of Muslim society and Islamic principles. It is
clear that the rural Muslim youth are different from the urban in terms of their way of life, nearly in all
respects. Suggestions for the Muslim youth to lead their life properly in the three southern border provinces are
1) Muslim religious leaders were imbued the youth with Islamic way of life and prophetic tradition.
2) parents must talk with them in religious matters, be role - model for them, and encourage them to learn
both religious and general subjects. 3) the government must inhibit all sorts of misdeeds and intoxicating
things, strictly put control on the mass media circulated, promote and develop stabilized and long-term
professions, and must enforce Islamic law above all other laws.
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