SPECIAL ARTICLE

Terrorism in the Three Southern Border Provinces: Its

Major Causes

Thinapan Nakata
Ph.D. (Political Sciences), Professor,
Ph.D. Program in Administration Development, Pathumthani University

E-mail: thinapan.nakata@gmail.com

Abstract

Terrorism in the three Southern Border Provinces is not decreasing. The events are more violent, its
consequence is a lot of deaths and injuries as well as its great impacts on the economy in the area. The
government has put a big amount of budgets and armed forces for its peace. This study is an attempt to seek
answers to the question : what are its major causes ? This article has pointed out that the general causes of
terrorism in the three Southern Border Provinces stem from many factors. They are political, economic,
social and religious : such as underdevelopment and poverty, influence of religious ideology, desire for
Pattani State, organized crimes, violation of human rights and discrimination. These are structural,
historical and individual factors. But its specific major causes are the actions of theses groups. They are
separatists, illegal businessmen, politicians and local elites, and malpractices of public officers, together
with unacceptance of local identity.
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