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Abstract

This research was aimed to study levels of respect for cultural diversity among the teachers; to
compare the respect for cultural diversity among the teachers according to their differences in sex, religions,
educational levels, school departments and hometowns and to study the relationship between cultural
understanding and respect for cultural diversity among the teachers.

The samples of this research consisted of 792 primary school teachers in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat
provinces. There were two sets of the questionnaire employed for the study; the first one for investigating
the respect for cultural diversity and another was for measuring cultural understanding. Data analysis was
carried out using percentage, mean, t-test, F-test, and multiple correlation analysis. The results were as
follows: The Muslim teachers respected cultural diversity in both overall and in each aspect of ethnical
issues, languages, religions, traditions and life styles in a moderately high level whereas the Buddhist
teachers respected cultural diversity in both overall and in each aspect of ethnical issues, religions, traditions
and life styles in a moderately high level, with an exception for the respect for language diversity which was
in a moderate level; the teachers in the three southern border provinces who had differences in sex,
religions, levels of their education, school departments and hometowns had significantly statistical
differences in the respect for cultural diversity and the cultural understanding among the teachers in ethnical
issues, languages, traditions, life styles and their overall cultural understanding were positively related with
their respect for cultural diversity.
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