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Abstract

This study aimed to examine states of learning and teaching Islamic studies in lower secondary Islamic
private schools in the central region with regard to curriculum and its implementation, teaching and learning
process, teaching aids, and evaluation and assessment; and to compare their perceived level among teachers
and students. The study also examined problems encountered and proposed suggestions. The samples consisted
of 7 school administrators, 63 teachers, and 340 students. Structured-indepth interview and questionnaires were
used for data collection. The analysis was based on content analysis and descriptive and inferential statistics i.e.
t-test and F-test. The results revealed that teachers perceived moderate level on the overall and each aspect on
curriculum and its implementation, teaching and learning process, teaching aids, and evaluation and assessment.
Rather, students perceived high level on the overall and each aspect on learning and teaching process and
evaluation and assessment but highest level on teaching aids and moderate level on curriculum and its
implementation. No statistical differences were found in perceptions of teachers with different ages, educational
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background, and teaching experiences on the overall and each aspect of states of learning and teaching Islamic
studies. In addition, there were no statistical differences in opinions of students with different sexes, and
Islamic educational background on the overall and each aspect of states of learning and teaching Islamic studies
with the exception of students with different academic educational background which was found to be statistical
different at the level of 0.05 with respect to problems and suggestions, it was discovered that the problems
existed in all aspects; therefore, suggestions deemed appropriate for school improvement.
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