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Abstract

One of the major problems facing teaching Chinese in Thailand is Thai learners’ inability to understand the
differences of Chinese synonyms. The analysis of differences in Chinese synonyms for Thai learners is, therefore,
an important topic to be further explored in order to be the guideline for teaching and learning. This article collects
and analyses information from books, documents, and researches primarily pertaining to analyzing Chinese
synonyms according to theories for teaching Chinese as a foreign language, particularly those with an emphasis on
Thai learners. Initial finding suggests that the scope of teaching Chinese synonyms to foreigners is much wider than
that of native speakers. However, the explanation of Chinese synonyms can be done by integrating all aspects
concerning with the analysis. Such aspects include the meaning of words, the combination of words, language styles
and grammar forms. Besides, there are also other factors affecting Chinese synonyms, including, the problems in
teaching arising from translation and synonyms with the same morphemes. After all, the teachers and authors can
apply the findings into teaching Chinese and writing Chinese textbooks and dictionaries. Also, they can effectively
explain the differences of Chinese synonyms, which will lead to a more appropriate use of Chinese vocabularies by
Thai learners in the end.
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