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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the development of the U-Taphao Conservation direction. The
research methods include participant and non-participant observations, semi-structured interviews of thirty-
two informants, focus group, and document research. It was found that since B.E. 2544 a number of people
concerned about with the canal pollution have formulated the U-Taphao Conservation Network to conserve
and restore the three areas of the U-Taphao canal. From B.E. 2544-2547 it has significantly drawn various
support from different types of organizations. Factors facilitating its mobilization are as follows: 1) the
environmental problems in the canal, 2) strong persistence and dedication of the core-team members ; and 3)
the mobilization of a variety of campaigning and learning activities. The obstructing factors include the lack of
strategies to mobilize public participation, and the inadequacy of governmental organizations’ law enforcement.
The utilization of legal mechanisms was evident in the upstream area, and the promotion of knowledge and
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awareness of the youth, which was the focus of those in the middle-stream area. Meanwhile, the organization
in the downstream area emphasized local traditions. The strategies of promotion the youth’s knowledge and
awareness and utilizing local traditions are their future directions.

Keywords: development process, civil society, network, Songkhla, U-Ta Phao Canal, water conservation
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