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Abstract

The main objective of this study was to calculate an economic value of potential utilization of medicinal
plants in Khao Hua - Chang community forest Tambon Tamot, Amphoe Tamot, Changwat Phatthalung. The
research was done using a survey research, by collecting data on knowledge and local wisdom of medicinal use
of plants in the study area. Research results discovered 149 species of medicinal plants, divided into 32 groups
according to their properties, which could be used for treatment or cure of diseases. The data on potential uses
of each part of medicinal plants were needed in order to calculate how much the resources are available for use.
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These data were collected by weighing, measuring, or counting all different parts of medicinal plants, together
with inquiring the data from those who regularly make uses of the plants. The data on prices of drugs that used
for treatments of the same diseases were gathered from reliable drugs stores. The prices of some drugs were in
two different levels: middle prices and high prices. These information were then used to calculate the value of
medicinal plants using market price approach.

The economic value of medicinal plants in Khao Hua - Chang forest was calculated using prices of drugs
that medicinal plants could substitute and the evaluation showed the result of 1,117,135,906.40 bahts per year
for value of medicinal plants using middle prices and 1,755,706,571.56 bahts per year for value of medicinal
prices if used high prices of drugs. Research results indicated that there was a high economic value of medicinal
plants in Khao Hua — Chang community forest and this should be carefully taken into account when making
decisions on alternative uses of this forest.

Keywords: economic valuation, Khao Hua-Chang community forest, potential utilization of medicinal plants,

valuation of medicinal plants,
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