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Abstract

The main objective of this paper is to document nuptiality change in Thai population over the period of
40 years from 1960-2000. Based on existing census data, the analysis identifies timing and prevalence of
marriage among Thai men and women in both national and regional levels. The analysis also gives estimated
proportions of married women and total fertility rates for the period of 20 years from 2010-2030. Results of
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the analysis reveal a changing trend of Thai nuptiality. Throughout the study period age at first marriage of both
men and women increased slowly but steadily. In 1960 average age at first marriage was 25 for men and 22 for
women,; it increased to 27 and 24 respectively in 2000. Another evidence of delayed marriage among Thai people
is the increase in proportions single in the prime marriageable age-groups of 20-24 and 25-29. Meanwhile, there
is a slow but steady increase in celibacy rate among women in the age-group of 40-44 and 45-49, which also
reflects a significant change in Thai nuptiality. The observed change in Thai nuptiality seems to be related to
many socio-economic transformations that were taking place in Thailand over the past decades. The analysis
also reveals trend in increasing proportion single and permanent celibacy over the period of next 20 years from
2010.
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