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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine whether the variation of the final velar stop phoneme in long-
vowel dead syllables of Chumpon dialect correlated with the locality and the age of the speakers. The study
focused on two types of localities : rural speech communities and urban ones, and three age groups : youth, adults,
and the elderly. Forty-eight informants were selected for the study. The data collection was mainly based on
fieldwork carried out by the researcher. Thirty-two test words were used to elicit information concerning the
informants’ free variations of the final velar stop phoneme in long-vowel dead syllables. The study showed that in
the pronunciation of the speakers of Chumpon dialect, the final velar stop phoneme in long-vowel dead syllables
had two allophones: the glottal stop [?] and the velar stop [k]. As a whole, while no significant correlation was
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found between the speakers’ locality and language variation, the age group was found to be significantly correlated
to the language variation. The study also revealed a correlation between the speakers age and language
variation in the rural speech communities, but no such connection existed in the urban communities. Besides, a
change is going on in the conventional pronunciation of the final velar stop in long-vowel dead syllables of
Chumpon dialect, that is, the replacement of the glottal stop [?] with the velar stop [k], a tendency toward the
standard Thai pronunciation.
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