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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study contemporary poetry of outstanding worldviews on nature, shared
by eight poets: Angkhan Kalayanaphong, Chang Sae Tang, Naowarat Phongphaibun, Potchana Chantharasanti,
Phaiwarin Khao-ngam, Saksiri Meesomsueb, Rackham Pradoykham and Rewat Phanphiphat between 1977
and 2004. During this time, Thai society was in a state of flux, facing all kinds of serious problems especially
natural disaster. These poets were committed to the task of spiritual awakening. Their common belief is that with
the appreciation of virtuous life-nourishing nature and the realization of the union between humans and nature,
neither spiritual nor natural destruction would ever occur. The only way to avoid crisis is to elevate human nature.
The poets have firm conviction in an individual’s potential to create one’s own value and meaning within limited
time. This can be done through opening one’s eyes to wisdom and truth from nature, especially the rule of the

Songklanakarin Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities 15(3) May. - Jun. 2009 : 491 - 512
Suduatiu 6 Rguey 2551 YSudje-udlvmuderavenuzvesinssnandl 20 puanius 2552
SuasAiun 26 wqumaw 2552



Songklanakarin J. of Social Sciences & Humanities Nature in Thai Contemporary Poetry (1977 - 2004)...
Vol. 15 No. 3 May. - Jun. 2009 492 Kobkan Pinyomark, et al.

Three Signs of Being (Tilakkhana) which is not only “the knowledge” to halt the cultural decline leading to an
individual and social ruin, but also the significant way toward spiritual survival. This “knowledge” relates to a
metaphysical question - an approach to the supramundane (Lokuttara). The poets offer their profound worldviews
to raise ethical awareness through aesthetic experience presented by artistic means. The Thai contemporary
poetry, therefore, is a valuable indicator of the spiritual growth of the time, playing a crucial role in leading the
audience to the righteous path while upholding humanity and nurturing world peace.
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