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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to investigate (1) the environmental and socio-economic impacts of
the Pacific White Shrimp (Litopenaeus vannamei) culture and (2) the knowledge of natural resources and
environmental conservation of the people in Palian District, Trang Province. The study revealed that the two
sampled groups had somewhat different opinions towards the level of the environmental and socio-economic
impacts of Pacific White Shrimp culture. The shrimp farmers believed that the impacts were moderate, while
the respondents having other occupations believed that the impacts were high. Both groups of respondents
agreed that discharging untreated wastewater, polluted by chemicals and antibiotics, directly into the canals
and sea would deteriorate water quality. The shrimp farmers contended that shrimp farming brought about
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better socio-economic conditions. The respondents having other occupations were however not certain that was
the case. Though the community has been substantially urbanized, the relationship among two groups of
respondents are still rural-like: they are considerate, and are always concerned with helping each other.

Both samples had moderate level of knowledge about natural resources and environmental conservation.
They argued that all people, regardless of where they live—urban or rural areas—or their economic status—
rich or poor—or their occupation, should make contribution towards natural resources and environmental
conservation.

Keywords: environmental and socio-economic impacts, Pacific White Shrimp culture
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