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Abstract

This research aimed to evaluate the socio-economic expectations of local people towards Thaksin
University, Patthalung Campus, and to identify the factors affecting the level of their expectations. Using the
Stratified Random Sampling Method, the data was collected from 315 local people living surround the campus.
The results indicated that Thaksin University was expected to accelerate local economy via providing chances
for local people to start up new businesses, such as restaurant, grocery, laundry, private dormitory and other
temporary jobs. The level of expectation of the respondents varied according to their personal characteristics,
including occupation, income level, numbers of agricultural holding land and land holding conditions, the
numbers of children and the distance between their home and the university. The findings also revealed that the
establishment of Thaksin University has significantly led to several socio-economic changes of the local people.
It was evident that 53.6% of respondents could earned more income from minor jobs. More than 85% of the
samples have benefited from the developments of local economy, transportation and public infrastructure. In
contrast, 92.3% of local people have lost their holding land and plantations after the establishment of the
university. This was due to the government has expropriated their lands for the establishment of the university,
and some of them have sold or rented their lands to the investors.
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