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Abstract

This research was conducted to explore the 4 novels of female authors, whose protagonists were
prostitutes, namely Ying Khon Chua by K.SurangKhanang, first published before the Second World War,
Roy Montin by Thommayantee, Luam Salab Lai and Long Fai by Krissana Asoksin, published after the
Second World War. The research found that the social contexts both before and after the Second World
War until the present time had played an important role in determing background, status, and role of
protogonists. However, what remained unchangeable were negative social attitudes toward prostitutes since
women’s virginity was crucial and only for a man to marry traditionally. The status of prostitutes was
lower than that of normal women in accordance with social standard. Nevertheless, the three novelists
viewed this differently by demonstrating the hidden beauty of which was rarely realized by the society,
even a weak-morality protagonist was illustrated in terms of misleading not wickedness.

The selected novels also showed literary impacts, theme, narration, determination of characters’
characteristics and behaviors, integrated dialogue and setting. Compared to other stories composed in
different periods, these pieces of work displayed development in techniques, allowing more understanding
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in the characters. In addition, the 4 novels were full of moral values stimulating the necessity of
conscience and judgment together with mental strength reflected .via the prostitute protagonists’ struggle
with conflicts and their power in encountering problems with hopes for better life. Other characters’
sympathy for the protagonists revealed the authors’ expectation in virtue which prolonged human

relationship.

Keyword: social context, value of literature, writer’s point of view
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