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Abstract

This article examines the experiences of Muslim nonviolent warriors, focusing on the Khudai
Khitmatgar (Servants of God) under the leadership of Abdul Ghaffar Khan in its nonviolent struggle
against British imperialism in Gandhi’s India. It argues that their understandings of injustice and death are
not dissimilar from Muslim violent fighters’. However, their understandings of the innocents and the
instrumentality of violence are different. It maintains that nonviolent alternatives are possible for Muslim
warriors seeking to fight the world they see as unjust, if the notion of the innocents is inclusive and the
instrumentality of violence rejected.
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