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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine the needs of people in three southern border provinces with regard
to politics and government, economy, social, education, culture, ways of life, health and environment. The study
employed the descriptive method to examine needs of people in the southern border provinces. Data of the study
were obtained from questionnaires and group interview. Samples used for quantitative analysis consisted of religious
leaders, community leaders, female leaders, youth leaders, Buddhist delegates, professional delegates, politicians
and students. The total number of samples selected through multi-stages sampling method was 2,730. The results of
the study revealed that the real needs of people in southern border provinces were constituted of four underlying
dimensions: participation, cultural diversity, justice and equity and local identity. Suggestion was made that policies,
schemes or projects be implemented in accordance with the findings.

Keywords: needs of people, participation, people of three southern border provinces,
three southern border provinces
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