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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the market for pesticide-safe vegetables in Surat Thani and recommend
strategies to develop the market. Data was collected through: 1) A survey on marketing situations and marketing
costs 2) A workshop on problems and constraints of producing and marketingpesticide-safe vegetables in Surat
Thani 3) A survey of specialists’ opinions to identify specific problems in order of importance. Descriptive analysis,
marketing costs and margins analysis and strategic plan analysis methods were used in this research.

The results revealed that most pesticide safe vegetables commercialized in Surat Thani were not grown in
Surat Thani, but shipped-in and marketed through supermarkets. More than 989 of local pesticide-safe vegetables
were sold to local traders and received the same low price as ordinary vegetables. Marketing margins accounted for
549% of the consumer price. The physical and weight losses were the biggest part of the marketing cost. Only some
vegetables (2%) could be sold as pesticide-safe vegetables through local farmers groups, thus commanding higher
prices. Using this type of marketing channel, the marketing margins would be reduced to 40%. The non-existence of
distinct market places for pesticide-safe vegetables and inconsistent production quantities were the two major prob-
lems found.Increasing farmers’ opportunities to market vegetables as pesticide-safe products by having specific
market for pesticide-safe vegetables would be a significant factor to the development of commercial pesticide-safe
vegetables in Surat Thani and would significantly increase the incentive for the farmers to continue producing them.

Keywords: business environment, marketing channels, marketing costs, pesticide-safe vegetables,
strategic factor, Suratthani province
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