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Abstract

This research aimed to study the development of arts and culture institutes in three regional universities:
Chiang Mai University, Khon Khaen University and Prince of Songkla University. It was found that the state’s
cultural policy was related to the higher education development plan. That is, the government encouraged higher
education institutions to play an important role in the conservation and promotion of national and local culture; thus,
culture conservation and dissemination was one of the missions of higher education institutions. The three arts and
culture institutes had similar development. Each was established initially as a cultural center, then became a cultural
institute. Promotion, conservation and dissemination of local culture were the tasks of these institutes. Typical activities
organized related to teaching and research missions, cultural conservation and dissemination, arts and cultural gallery
and museum. For future plan, they expected the institutes to be autonomous, establish cultural networks both inside
and outside the universities to help organize activities that were in accordance with local culture, form the committee
for administration and management, and emphasize on conducting new knowledge from cultural research.
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