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Abstract

This article presents the outcome of the monitoring project for the Healthy Cities and Communities Project
in southern Thailand during 2003. Data were derived from interviewing with thirteen people actively involved in
community development activities, Muslim academics and three Muslim women who play a leading role in
developing their communities in Pattani. A literature review of historical, cultural and social contexts, together with
social and economic changes in southern Muslim provinces, particularly Pattani, is also included. Factors facilitating
Muslim womem’s leading roles in community development are: increases in occupational opportunities, participa-
tion in development activities, access to information from mass media, their abilities to fulfill household duties at
the same time as their development involvement, and build up of social acceptance from community members. As
such, the promotion of Muslim women’s development participation should base on Islamic principles and practices,
which emphasize on women’s roles as wives and mothers.
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