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Abstract

This article is to present the process of promoting public participation in the Songkhla Healthy
Cities Project of Songkhla Municipality, as well as the primary outcomes of the project. Both qualitative
and quantitative research methods were employed to identify factors and conditions contributing to and
obstructing the process. Three specific areas with different characteristics were selected for the qualitative
research approach, which includes participant observation and interview. The promoting process com-
prised three main stages: (1) forums for developing a common understanding among community
leaders and members, (2) project implementation, and (3) project evaluation. Factors related to the
community participation include socio-economic characteristics of urban dwellers, bureaucratic
administration and mechanisms of the project, and backgrounds and social conditions of the community
leaders and their communities. A step-wise regression method was used to analyze data derived from
questionnaires of 206 households in the project area. Factors contributing to the low level of community
participation are: the roles of community leaders and committees, the reception of information concerning
the project, the motivation of project participation, and the duration of residency (R® = 0.701).
However, as the project did not take the community capital into account, the project achievement was
limited.

Keywords: healthy cities, public participation, Songkhla Healthy Cities Project, Songkhla Municipality,
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